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MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES.
MEDICO-CHIRURGTC A L SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH. SESSION LXI.?MEETING IX. Wednesday, 5th July 1882.?Mr Joseph Bell, Vice-President, in the Chair.
I. The Vice-President showed a man suffering from paraffin epithelioma of the left hand, involving chiefly the structures lying over the metacarpal bone of the thumb.
It might be within the recollection of the Society that some years previously he had shown them a similar case affecting the scrotum. That was the first case of the disease described and put on record. The patient he now showed was a fellow-servant and coeval with the man whose scrotum was then affected, the two being the oldest employes in the Addiewell oil-works. The case was an exceedingly characteristic one, and there was little doubt as to its local origin and the nature of the irritation which set it agoing. The disease seemed to have taken the place of the chimney-sweep's cancer, which was so common in the days before the Act prohibiting the employment of climbing-boys was passed. The present case might remind some of the members of a gardener who was reported a great many years ago with a soot-cancer of the hand, caused by the irritation of soot he used in manuring his garden. Of course a suitable nidus was required in order that the local irritation might produce a cancer.
II. Br Miller showed a portion of intussitscepted bowel which he had removed from a child, set. 11 months, that forenoon. 
